African Americans in American society. Du Bois' theory acted as a continuation of the Washington's ideas. The elder of the two, Washington advocated for African Americans to work within the existing structures and framework of American society to better themselves in his seminal work, Up From Slavery. Washington believed whites would never fully acclimate to blacks gaining equality in society. As such, Washington felt that blacks needed to not overthrow the de jure system of segregation but to use it as best they could to gain a footing in society. For most African Americans, universities and colleges were not financially possible.
However, in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the growing number of public libraries in the United States offered a space and environment for the ideas of Men we shall have only as we make manhood the object of the work of the schools -intelligence, broad sympathy, knowledge of the world that was and is, and of the relation of men to it -this is the curriculum of that Higher Education which must underlie true life. On this foundation we may build bread winning, skill of hand and quickness of brain, with never a fear lest the child and man mistake the means of living for the object of life. No policy existed at the time denying blacks the right to use the library; but the staff and patrons of the library felt uneasy that African Americans kept returning to the library.
Their concern stemmed from the idea that black students using the library for an educational purpose would turn into patrons of the library for personal and leisurely use. Hampton until his graduation in 1888 at which point he spoke to his graduating class:
God has bountifully blessed us, so let us endeavor to show our gratitude to Him by devoting our energy to the betterment of our people, for when we help out fellow man, we are working for God. As we enter upon the duties of life, let our every movement be characterized by unity of aim, unity of purpose and unity of act; then and not till then will the dark cloud of ignorance, superstition and intemperance disperse, and education, intelligence, and virtue spread over our land. against social and racial discrimination through existing structures of education and learning institutions. He noted the library served "as a social and educational center" for the African American community "as a continuation of school." 58 Blue's community center approach integrated the activism of racial uplift with the educational efforts of the library into one communal, shared meeting space. 59 The interconnectivity of the school and the library for Blue stemmed from the emphasis placed on education by Washington and Du Bois.
From his post in the library, Reverend Blue continued to engage in social activism within the profession. In a speech entitled "Making the Library Known to the Community," Blue expressed three areas of focus for "colored libraries." In this speech delivered at Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee, a historically black university, Blue's first concern dealt with access and location of the library. As a library catered to a certain portion of the populace, the library needed to be geographically close to its users. In Louisville, the two Colored Branches sat in Black neighborhoods. However, on a trip to a similar library in the South, in which the "colored library" was housed within a white library, Blue additionally lamented that the one room for blacks "contained a small collection of books," which were in poor condition. Likewise, the "magnificent Carnegie building" was "in an exclusively white residential section [of the city,] far away from the masses of colored readers." 60 For Blue, creating a library for colored readers was a start, but placing that library in a section of a city with little to no black residents represented poor planning on the part the library's leadership and resulted in a disservice to prospective users.
Blue's second concern called for adequate equipment at the library. It stood to reason "a poor collection of books is unsuitable, uninviting" to patrons. 61 Moreover, "unattractive quarters with an untrained, tactless attendant[s] in charge will not invite attention or create much interest" for users. 62 In addition to a large and varied collection, Blue called for "movies, radios, and other countless attractions" to stimulate the mind and senses of its patrons as the best way to "make itself known and [be] sought by the people of the community." 63 Blue wanted to educate the illiterate and provide the means to do so. As Blue reasoned, if the community was not excited and interested in the services of the library, the library turned into a stagnant repository of books. A library depended on users engaging its resources. Without patrons checking books out, using the reference collections, or using the space for learning, the library ceased to function as it was designed. If none inhabited the library and mined its materials, it turns into a building of sheltered bookcases.
Additionally, Blue expressed concern over "efficient service" at the Western Colored Library. Without adequately meeting patrons' needs, the library failed in its mission. By meeting the services required by patrons, a user turned into a satisfied customer and "a satisfied customer is considered the best advertisement" for the library Likewise, the ten library stations scattered across town reflected Blue's vision of providing educational means to the greatest number of people possible. These scattered collections were in people's homes, in small corner stands at a street intersection, or a neighborhood church. By placing more books out in the public, residents had greater access to these materials than if they were simply kept at the colored libraries. Since becoming the head of the Colored Department, Blue worked vigorously in broadening educational outreach and resources to people of color. Blue commented:
The library does more than just furnish facts and circulate books. With its reading and study rooms, its lecture and classrooms, it forms a center from which radiates many influences for general betterment. Aside from circulating books, and furnishing facts in reference work, the library encourages and assists all efforts to an educational end, and the advancement of our [colored] people in this city. 
